
  
  

 

  
 

  

  
 

  

 
     

      

         

         

         

          
          

             
          

        
         

 
           

           
          

    

               

Call 1.800.880.0971 For Your special child Child Care that Makes a Di˜erence 

Special Needs Child Care can help you ÿnd a 
positive child care environment, dedicated teachers Links to Services You Need Call Starting Point! 
and expert support so your child can thrive. 

Like any other youngster, a child with special needs requires 
love, support and a good start in life. But your special child 
may need more. For you as parents, the challenges can seem 
overwhelming. But you’re not alone. There is a program that 
can help –Special Needs Child Care. 

This program, coordinated by Starting Point as part of Cuyahoga 
County’s Invest in Children initiative, can make a di˜erence— 
for your child, for you and your family. 

• We’ll help you ÿnd child care that’s right for your child; 

• We’ll work with your child care teacher to make certain your 
child has the proper equipment, activities adapted to his or 
her needs and child care teachers trained to understand your 
child’s needs, whether they are physical, developmental, 
medical or behavioral; 

• We’ll bring together a team of community agencies with 
expertise in your child’s special needs to help you, your 
child care teacher (and often your family) address speciÿc 
challenges in caring for your special child; and 

• We’ll keep in touch to make certain you’re getting the care 
you need. 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT Under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, children with special needs are entitled to enroll 
in a regular child care center or family child care home, enjoying the same 
privileges as other children. Unless all the child care spaces are ÿlled in a 
center or home, it is against the law to refuse to accept a child with special 
needs. If you should be refused, call Starting Point at 216-575-0061 or 
the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Child Care Licensing 
Section at 216-787-3401. 

When you participate in Special Needs Child Care, you’ll have a 
team that works together to help your child ˛ourish. Your child’s 
teacher is the most important member. You’ll want to work closely 
with her or him to set goals for your child and discuss progress. If 
you’re eligible, you and your child’s teacher will meet with Help 
Me Grow to develop an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 
that sets developmental goals that build on your child’s strengths. 

We’ll also link you and/or your child’s teacher with whatever 
specialized services you and your child may need, including: 

FOR SPECIAL NEEDS Starting Point 
CHILD CARE HELP 

FOR DEVELOPMENTAL Help Me Grow 
ISSUES Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities 

FOR MEDICAL AND Cuyahoga County Board of Health, 
HEALTH NEEDS Division of Nursing 

FOR PHYSICAL AND Achievement Centers for Children / TAP 
DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES 

FOR MENTAL HEALTH Applewood Centers, Inc. 
AND BEHAVIOR Beech Brook PROBLEMS 

Guidestone 

Murtis Taylor Human Services System 

Hanna Perkins Center for Child Development 

Positive Education Program/Day Care Plus 

FOR OTHER SERVICES Cuyahoga Special Education Service Center 

Help Me Grow 

State Support Team 3: Early Learning and 
School Readiness 

Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health 
Services Board of Cuyahoga County 

To participate in Special Needs Child Care, you simply call 
Starting Point at 216.575.0061 or 800.880.0971 . We’ll 
give you names of child care centers and family child care homes 
throughout Cuyahoga County that enjoy helping children with 
special needs achieve their best. We’ll help you ÿnd the child care 
choice that’s right for you. We’ll make certain your child’s teacher 
has the proper training and equipment to care for your child. 
And we’ll link you to the other community services you need. 


